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NP: It’s Nancy Perozzo on November 27th, 2012, and conducting the interview in Winnipeg. I’ll have our narrator for this morning 

introduce himself.  

 

AM: My name is Adrian Measner. I’m the president and CEO of Soumat, a marketing and transportation grain company.  

 

NP: Great. So we have a lot of ground to cover given your experience, but we usually like to start out by asking a person how they 

initially got involved in the grain trade.  

 

AM: Well, as a bit of--. I grew up on a farm in Saskatchewan, so certainly had an agriculture background. It was not my intent to 

necessarily work in the grain industry because I took mathematics and computer science and university, but an opportunity 

presented itself for me to join the Canadian Wheat Board [CWB] as a computer programmer in the Weather and Crops Surveillance 

section. And I stayed about a year in that position, but suddenly realized that my interests maybe were not quite as aligned, and I 

moved onto other things in the Canadian Wheat Board.  

 

NP: Was your family long-term--. Was it a long-term family farm in Saskatchewan? 

 

AM: Yeah, and it still is active today. My dad would have started farming in probably the early ‘50s, and it’s been going until 

today.  

 

NP: So where did you go to university then? 

 

AM: University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.  

 

NP: Okay. And so, how did you end up in Manitoba? 

 

AM: I worked at a research station in Swift Current one summer, the last summer before my fourth year, and there was a research 

scientist that was tied into that that was doing some contract work with the Canadian Wheat Board. He had recommended that the 

Canadian Wheat Board look at hiring me for this new weather and crops surveillance section he was putting together for them. So it 

was a bit of an accident, but it was a good turn of events for me.  

 

NP: I’ve just--. Good, thanks. [Audio pauses] In 1974, you had mentioned off tape, in the weather and crops surveillance, but you 

only spent a year there. But since we haven’t talked to anybody about it, could you just give an overview of what that group does 

and what you learned about that department and its importance to the grain industry? 

 

AM: Well, it was a new area when I joined it, and my initial--. The first year I spent was as a computer programmer there. As we 

were getting weather information from around the world and trying to analyze that information to monitor crops in all areas of the 

world because it was important to Canadian Wheat Board marketing goals. So I spent a year as a programmer sort of processing the 

data that they were receiving, and then moved in for a few years into the analysis part where we’re actually taking the data, 

analyzing what impact the weather was having on crops, and doing production estimates from around  the world. So that was an 
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